
Date:  03/30/2009 04:07 PM

From: Carol Campbell/R8/USEPA/US

To:  Russell Leclerc

Cc:  Martin Hestmark
Subject:  Re: Fw: Congressional Fact sheet - Libby Action Plan Toxicity Assessments Status & Arsenic Trioxide site

 -- These are due to HQs tomorrow (3/31). Russ

 

 - Herculaneum Lead (Bond).doc
This file was extracted from this email -->


Christopher “Kit” Bond (R-MO)


HERCULANEUM LEAD SMELTER SUPERFUND SITE


Herculaneum, Missouri

QUESTION:  What is the status of residential yard cleanups at the site?

ANSWER:


· Since 2001, 407 residents have had lead-contaminated yard soil replaced. Approximately 75 yards still need soil replacement.


· 145 home owners have sold homes to Doe Run and moved away from smelter under a voluntary buyout program. 

· EPA is currently in negotiations with Doe Run regarding its transportation and handling practices, and what actions should be taken to limit releases of lead due to those practices. 

· EPA issued a State Implementation Plan call to Missouri based upon exceedances of the lead National Ambient Air Quality Standard in Herculaneum.  Discussions between Doe Run and Missouri Department of Natural Resources, with EPA participation, are proceeding regarding control measures to be included in a revised State Implementation Plan, due April 2007.


BACKGROUND:


· The Doe Run Company operates the only primary lead smelter in the nation in Herculaneum, Missouri, a town of 2,800 people located along the Mississippi River south of St. Louis.


· EPA investigations in 2001 found that residential yards, home interior dust, and streets in town all had extremely high levels of lead. Since 2001, Doe Run, pursuant EPA Orders, has performed extensive cleanup actions in town and taken significant actions to reduce ongoing emissions.


· From 2002 to 2004, the company made progress and conditions seemed to be improving.  Air emissions reduced, yards/homes being cleaned, and truck wash installed.


· In 2005, regression observed with an increase in air emissions, releases from trucks during transportation, and continued recontamination of yards.  Several areas have been re-contaminated above levels of health concern.


· This site is not on the NPL.


CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES:

· In 2006, Senator Kit Bond secured $2.55 million in funds to construct a new bridge in Herculaneum that would redirect smelter traffic away from homes along currently used concentrate haul routes. 

Bruce Morrison, 913-551-7755
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